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New entrance test to lITs, NITs
non-discriminatory: Pallam Raju

NEW DELHI: The new for-
mat of entrance test to IITs
and NITs is ‘non-discrimi-
natory and has resulted in
a ‘perceptible increase’ in
the number of girl students
and those coming from rural
areas compared to previous
years, HRD minister M M
Pallam Raju has said.

In a letter to Andhra
Pradesh chief minister
Kiran Kumar Reddy, who
had brought to Raju’s notice

the students affected due to
the policy change, the Union
minister said students from
that state were still the sin-
gle largest group from any
state qualifying in the JEE
(Mains) Examination.

‘Tam happy to share with
you that as per the last two
years trend, still one out of
every fifth student in every
thousand ranks up to a rank
of 15,000 is from Andhra
Pradesh, Raju said.  AGENCIES
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Common med test: Centre

 files review pleain SC

UTKARSH ANAND
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

THE Centre on Tuesday filed
a review petition in the
Supreme Court against its
judgment, declaring the all-In-
dia common entrance test for
medical admissions as “un-
constitutional” since it inter-
fered with the rights of private,
minority and linguistic insti-
tutions to admit students.

Ina?2-1splitverdict on the
validity of the National Eligi-
bility Entrance Test (NEET), a
Benchled by former Chief Jus-
tice Altamas Kabir had held
that the Medical Council of In-
dia and the Dental Council of
India lacked legal authority to
control admissions to MBBS,
BDS and post-graduate
courses. This view was shared
by Justice Vikramijit Sen. How-
ever, Justice Anil R Dave dif-
fered with this opinion.

The July 18 verdict, that

came out on the last day of
Justice Kabir’s tenure as CJI,
had witnessed controversies
relating to its alleged leak be-
fore the pronouncement.
Demandinga reconsidera-
tion of the verdict, the govern-
ment has claimed that the judg-

‘ment failed to consider the

decision of another three-judge
bench that “prescribing stan-
dards of education includes the
power to conduct a common
entrance examination” and
that regulating adxmss10nswas
aneowsmyfaoetofnnmtammg
standards of education.

The pleaalsoreferredtoa
Constitution bench judgment
in 1999 wherein it was ruled
that the right to life under Arti-
cle 21 required a need for ex-
cellence in medical education
and that “norms for admissions

 can have a direct impact on the

standards of education.” It said
that this verdict was binding on
the three-judge Bench.
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Students can
now pursue two
degree courses

at same time

UGC clears expert panel suggestions

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

HE University Grants

Commission has finally

given the go-ahead to
students to pursue two degree
programmes simultaneously.

Givinginto long-standing
demands from universities
and students, the apex higher
education regulator, at a
meeting on July 31, decided to
accept its expert panel’s rec-
ommendations on permitting
pursuit of an additional de-
gree programme.

This will allow students
enrolled inaregular full-time
degree programme to pursue
one more additional degree
programme simultaneously
on open/distance learning
mode from the same univer-
sity or another institution. A
student pursuing a regular de-
gree will also be allowed to
pursue an additional certifi-
cate/diploma/advanced
diploma/PG diploma pro-
gramme simultaneously ei-
ther in regular or open/dis-
tance mode from the same
university or another institu-
tion.

The UGC expert panel
headed by Dr Furgan Qamar,
Vice Chancellor, Central Uni-
versity of Hyderabad, had
made these recommendations
“in view of the changing sce-

nario and flexible guidelines”.
Saying that “more choices to
the students need to be given”,
the panel was of the view that
joint degree programmes need
tobe encouraged by the UGC.

UGC Chairman Prof Ved
Prakash said the idea was to
allow new opportunities to
students who wish to expand
their skill set and have the will
to stretch themselves beyond
their comfort zones. Univer-
sities have been asked to mod-
ify their ordinances to facili-
tate the joint degree
programmes.

Currently, no student in
India can legally pursue more
than one degree simultane-
ously either from the same in-
stitution or from any other in-
stitution. The restriction is
applicable irrespective of the
mode of pursuing degrees —
open/distance learning/part-
time/private or full time. Toen-
sure compliance, students are

required to submit in the origi-

nal the migration certificate is-
sued by the previous institute.

While there hasbeenalot
of interest to pursue two or
more degree programmes si-
multaneously to help students
improve their knowledge, skill
and employability, the pres-
ent UGC guidelines are silent
about the pursuit of a certifi-
cate/diploma course alongside

adegree programme.

MORE SEATS
FOR INDIAN

STUDENTS
IN RUSSIA

Premium Russian
state universities have
announced an
increase in the num-
ber of seats for Indian
students this year.
EDURUSSIA, the
universities’ official
admission processing
office for students
from India, can now
enroll an additional
375 students seeking
admissions to
medicine, dentistry
and engineering
streams.

The universities
include Moscow
Medical Academy,
Tambov State
University and others.
For more information
and for application
details, contact
EDURUSSIA - The
Admission
Department (India)
for Russian State and
Government
Universities on 022
65295354, 65174444,
9920868727 or
9769559855. You can
also apply online at
www.edurussia.in
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